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English 7

The Watsons Go to Birmingham- 1963

Ch. 9- 12

Chapter 9

1. Understanding. Explain why Byron is being taken to Alabama.  How long do they think Byron will have to remain in Alabama?  How does Byron feel about this? Explain what is going on in the south during this time period.
2. Recalling/Understanding/Analyzing. Kenny says, “You might have counted my momma six times, but have you counted your mouth lately, Lipless Wonder?”  What is he referring to?  How does Byron feel when Kenny says this?  Why?
Chapter 10

1. Recalling. The parents keep talking about what life is like in Alabama.  The descriptions are of a lifestyle VERY different from what the Watson children are used to.  What ways do they say Alabama is different from Michigan?  Give text examples to support your answer.
2. Understanding/Analyzing.  For what purpose are the parents pointing out all the differences between Michigan and Alabama?  How does Byron feel during these discussions? 
3. Analyzing/Evaluating.  As the reader, we get to see the private interactions between the family members.  Describe the Watsons overall as a family.  Give text support to prove your answer.
4. Understanding/Analyzing. Why does everyone so enjoy feeling the cool night air?  Why does something so small become so important of a moment to the family?
Chapter 11

1. Recalling/Analyzing. The father always does quite a bit of joking around.  For what reason is the father being so silly in this chapter on the drive?  What is his purpose in doing this?

2. Understanding/Analyzing.  “It seemed like all of the fight was out of Byron and we’d only been in Birmingham for a couple of minutes.”  What does Kenny mean by this?  What does it tell us about Byron?  What does it tell us about his connection to the family?

Chapter 12

1. Recalling. What is bothering the family the most in Alabama?  Why?  Who seems to have the least trouble with this?

2. Understanding/Analyzing. Who is Mr. Robert?  What is it that bothers Momma so much about Mr. Robert?  Is Mr. Robert a good man?  Give examples to support your answer.

