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The Watsons Go to Birmingham- 1963
Ch. 5-8 Guided Reading

Chapter 5

1. Understanding/ Recalling. Explain what Byron is doing when he is making Nazi Parachutes Attack America and Get Shot Down Over the Flint River by Captain Byron Watson and His Flamethrower of Death. What is Momma’s response to this?

2. Understanding/ Analyzing. What is Joetta’s reaction when Byron is going to be punished? What does this say about her feelings towards her older brother?

3. Predicting. Momma declares (regarding the bad behavior of Byron) that, “We’ve tried everything and nothing seems to get through that rock head of his” (72). What might be the result of all this bad behavior? What might happen if Byron continues to behave the way he currently does?

Chapter 6

1. Understanding. Explain what the title of chapter 6, “Swedish Cremes and Welfare Cheese,” means. What events occur in chapter 6 that the fit the given title for it?

Chapter 7

1. Analyzing/ Evaluating. “Byron stood there looking at his feet and I kept pretending I was doing my homework” (88). Based on the descriptions in the excerpt from chapter 7, how does Byron probably feel right now? How does Kenny probably feel? Why is Kenny only “pretending” to do his homework?

2. Understanding/ Analyzing. Byron is set to get in big trouble once Dad gets home. What is Kenny’s reaction to this? Use specific details from the text to support your answer. What is Joetta’s reaction to this? Use specific details from the text to support your answer.

2. Understanding. “Oh, Daddy, please, what are you gonna do?” (96). Joetta is frantic to stop Dad from hurting Byron. What does Dad actually end up doing though? 

Chapter 8

1. Predicting/ Evaluating. Look back at your prediction at the end of chapter 5 regarding the possible outcomes to Byron’s continued bad behavior. What is the family’s actual solution to Byron’s bad behavior? Was your prediction right? Make a new prediction: will Byron’s behavior change? Why or why not?

2. Analyzing/ Connecting. Momma says, “You grandma tells me it’s quiet in our old neighborhood, she says that stuff on TV isn’t happening around her (119). What kind of “stuff” might be happening in the South at this time?

